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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT David
FOMT DESIGHED THE KOME'S GAR-
DUNA, WHICH ARK BEMINISCENT
©OF A SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY
ROYAL RETREAT WITH & MOOZRN
THIST, MOBE TiAN SO ARIETIES
OF RATIVE PLANTS COMPLEMENT
DRAMATIC SCULPTURES, LIKE THE
PIECE ON THE RIGHT, THAT THE
HOMECWNERS PUBCHASED FROM

THE PAEVIOUS BESCENTS,

Old-world elegance meets twerdy—/irsl-century design in this Boca
Raton estate thoughifully renovated to suit a sophisticated family

By Judy Martel | Photography by Kim Sargent
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ome homes are mausoleums of “good wmste,” while others

TOP LEFT: Hawd-
WADE BRASS ase slaves 1o rends or pioneers of the digitl age. The French
c“‘:o":““ “‘: Regency-style mansion of Edouard Louis and Elizabeth Anne de
CANNETS ADD 1a Tour d'Auvergne Lauraguais manages 10 present as impressively grand,
SLa0ANCE YO but boa derlying refi 1 soliclity that makes itappeasas if it
THE KITCHEM AN - ) . )
ANCIENT CHINESE has harbored generations of tradition. Yet it wasa't always this way.
s Only 1ed in 2004, the home, located in the upscale St Andrews
ARCHES; THE v community in Boca Raton, sat empty for 10 years before the
':::‘:“"".' de La Tours purchased it. Gil Walsh Interiors worked with the couple over
UNESTONE four years 1o renovate the intesior, with the goal of merging Edouard and
AROUND THE

POGL HIOKLIGHTS
A HORSE SCULD-
TURE ACQUIRED

FROM THE BREVI

Elizabeth’s sty 's more classic, she's more contemporary—into a

harmonious union that reflects their emphasis on family as well as theis

taste. The result is an estate that exemplifies the same subdued, timeless
! that also defines the couple.

“We really fell in love with the architecture of the house,” say:
Hizabeth. “We already lived in St. Andrews and wanted a bigger
Jor. We thought this house had a lot of potential, but i (had) iotally
different decor inside. We decided if we did this, we'd have to do
alotof work.”

Elizabeth is no sranger 1o renovation, having redesigned most
of the homes she and Edouard have lived in, and enjoys the pro-
cess. The goal was to tone down the bright gold accents, open
upthe flow, and declutter the entise intesior 1o suit their lifestyle.

“The home was French Regency on the outside but wasn't
really speaking French on the inside; it was more Hollywood-
extravagant,” exy rabeth.

Edouard likens it to environs conducive to large-scale busi-
ness entertaining rather than far ving. “There was a huge
built-in bar along one wall of the living room. with a bust of Cae-
saz,” he recalls.

‘The bright red wallsalso struck a discordant note. “This wasn't
a house for reds,” says Elizabeth. “I wanted a soft color paletie.”

The couple sought a richly layered, sophisticated aesthetic
that would showcase their extensive art collection and a cu-

/AS EXEMPUFIED IN THE SOYER (LEFT AND ABOVE) AND LVING

PRELAN BUOS THAT Tht Get. Wikl INTERIOES Tham SUB-

FEGM ALL OVER THE COUNTEY, INCLUDNG That Doos Lisus
BLaw ax0 Nazuavas COLLECTION i New YoR OTY.

rated selection of oriental carpets, but also exude a comfortable family
vibe. For help gutting and refashioning the entize interior, they engaged
Walsh, well-k: = for uniting various design penchams, and her senior
designer, Ashleigh Wilson. By munzal agreement, Elizabeth ook the
lead on the interior. “She did everything, with 1 Ip of Ashleigh and
Gil," says Edouard.

“Iknow what he lixes, and we wanted to doa fusion of both our styles,”
says Elizabeth. “Ed firional 1canbe daring, and [ needed
someone who can mix styles.”

Over the course of several meetings, Wilson distilled the couple's
mstes down to their essence, resulting in a design that adhezes 1o the
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LEFT: CusTom
CABINETEY N Th
GALLERY FRAMES

MAINTAINS THE
ORIGINAL TILE;
Lasas’ powoR
ROOM; CUSTOM
FUBMTURE, SOME
BUILT-IN, WITH
TWOTOMK STAIN
FROSHES MERCES
STYLE AND UTRITY
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architectural integrity of the home but wi
“They don't I lotof clutt
ied the process.”

ideas, which s
For Edouard, the home’s Frenchaarc

tecture felt ren

ily's residence in Buenos Aire:
has lived in Flosida for most of
from Weston because it wasa more convenient location for

Argentina, where he grew up.
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THE COUPLE'S SON,

and redesigned i1, th

featuse them in their former hom

activities and becawse Edouard loves 1o golf. They like it
so much that they've now owned four homes there “SU
Andrews is the place,” he says. “[It has] a litle bit of ev-
erything, exceptthe ocean.”

As with any major re: T
tered some unique challenges. One was the cal

n, the cc

v e encoun-
netry
inthe gallery off the family room, where they wanted 10
display a collection of Han Dynasty-era Chinese was-
rioes and porcelain. *I removed the guts of the cabi
omplet
been out of their cr

e yeass because
“We were concerned
"~ Wilson continues. *1 had an art expert open b

1could measure them and make sure the new design would accommodate
ir married lfe and came to St Andsews  them. Then I added special lighting behind them and had the art expent
hildren's  place them onthe shelves.”

room intact, even purchasing

the table and cb
hardest part for me and for Gil was
“I lixe muted coloss, blues, and s

ome's previous owners. “The
he color issue,” she adds.
ne deep reds. If you look
the carpet, it can just Jook all beige.”

Walsh and Wilson solved the issue by mair,

thesub-

dued palene but picking out accent colors 1o bring drama 1o
the room. beauty in contrasts, and if you keep fur-
nishings and colc sontea

There':

€3 AN AMELC ComPOosi-
Walsh. “We
put [them]
onthe walls and then pulled in pops of color from the carpet.
‘The carpet looks maostly beige and gray, but there are small
bits of russet or blue 1
ments in the room.”
Being that this is a family hos

tion and is the secret to really good design,

pulled minor colors from the oriemal carper:

B

2t we incorporated into other ele-

, Edouard and Elizabeth
also sought input from their two grown sons for the upstairs
bedrooms. “It's pan of the process of understanding the far
," Wilson notes. “Who likes modem and who kes classic?
One son, who was more antistic, also needed the oom 10
function with a work space able to accommodate his large

AROVE: WALSK AND
WILSON INFUSED
COLOR IM THE DINING.
BIOM BY PULLING
OuT THE FagHCK
BLUK UK FROM THE
ANTQUE Tuaxism
SULTAMASAD 305 503
THE WOOO-ZANELED
waLLs RonT Euza-
BTH AND EoOUARD'S
ARTWORK RESRE-
SENTS A MEXTURE OF
TRADITIOMAL AND
HOBEEN PIRCES GO
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Crockws avovei A

CONCEPTS POOL TAMLE PAIBS WITH 4 BENOVARLE CYPIEAS
DINING TO3 3¥ GiL WALSH INTERIORS; THE DESIGNERS.
TOWED DOWN THE BRIGKT 3RASS LIGKT FOKTURES 3 THE L1
n A BN, STERING.
SCULPTUBE COMMANDS ATTENTION IN THE GABI

" She extended the desk azea
s and shelves that look
like they've always been there. The couple
also requested a bedroom 1o be decorated in
ks for their two granddaughtess.
Ouside, on a tour of the gardens, Edouard
takes the lead, rambling along paved

ways punciuated with dramatic scul

purchased from the former ows

ted trees sirmegically placed 1o lead visitors
on a pleasant stroll. “Ed loves his gardens,” says Elizabeth, as Edouard names off a few of the
S0 species of native trees and plants. Huge pots of purple bougainvillea line the walkw
arate building called a folly, which was reconfigured into an office. Fusther on, with nary a
ghbor's house to obstruct the peaceful scer jouard points out gardenias, a blood orange

tree, three Poinciana trees that provide flaming color in the summes, and three gumbo limbo

trees, one of which was upended dus

a crane. Adjacent 10 the pool, a shaded area w
vides “a nice place to have a cup of coffee ir norming,” says Elizabeth.

Back inside the living room, by way of the family room with its comfortable furmniture

ush blankets wheze the dogs love o curl ug -
project. “If T had 1o

bethand E

ouard setle inand reflect ¢
say I had a favorite room, it would probably be this one.” says
veth. “I like to sit here and look at the an and just feel it 1
can't describe it vesy well, but
art has a different feel for me,

just peaceful.
d when I look at each one, 1
w it [ don't really look at the

h piece of

e beauty
's if 1 can commu-

Elizaber

says she loves to “fix” homes. “It's becoming a hob-
by, but this one has been the most exciing because it showed
est change. When you see the house from the outside,
's very dramat me people see it as a castle, but we don't
. This 55 a home to be lived
ut at the same time it's cozy and easy to navigate.”

see it that w ashowcase. It's

abig hows

‘The soft color scheme reflects “the way we think we aze,” she
adds. “Weare not flashy; we're very low-profile. We wake
the morning and are ¥ v here.” «C

pin

Avaves THi Pamiy . " Senum-
ACHER STRIE VELYET, FRENCH PLEATAD DEADESY PANELS i WATESHOUSE AND POLLACK FARBICS,
AMD ARTWORK FROM THOMAS HARTMANN. BELOW: OBELISKS AND 3OWS OF POTTED PURPLE BOU-
GAINYILLEA FLAMK THE PATHWAY TO THE FOLLY, WKICK CONTAINS AN OFFICE.
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